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CHAPTER ONE

THIS WAS THE LAND
HURONIA is the modern name given that lovely land around the shores

of Georgian Bay where in the year 1610 the white man's story began

in what is now the Province of Ontario.

Here three hundred years ago savage Indian tribes lived in bark-

covered longhouses in villages surrounded by palisaded walls made from
the trunks of young trees.

Here they tilled the soil, fished, hunted game, and trapped animals

for their furs to sell to often unscrupulous white traders.

Here they fought bloody wars against red-skinned enemies, who ulti-

mately drove them out and all but destroyed them.

Here the destiny of New France, now Canada, whether it was to be
ruled by French or English, was in large measure decided.
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HURONIA stretches along the shores of Georgian Bay, the Freshwater

sea of Champlain's day. Its north-west corner is at Owen Sound and

its north-east at Waubaushene. The Severn River, Lake Couchiching and

the Narrows leading to Lake Simcoe at Orillia form its eastern boundary.

Lake Simcoe and the highlands south of Nottawasaga Bay are the south-

ern border. Generally speaking, it comprises the northern sections of

Simcoe and Grey counties.

This historic countryside is today a green and fertile land of hills

and valleys settled by a prosperous white people. What it looked like

when the Hurons roamed its wilderness is thus told by Champlain in

his Journal:

"Here we found a great change in the country, this part being very fine,

mostly cleared, with many hills and several streams, which make it an agree-

able district. It seemed to me very pleasant in contrast to such a bad country

as that through which we had come. (The 30,000 Islands).

The beauty of the islands, so great a tourist attraction today, evi-

dently did not please the French explorer- He continued his impressions

thus:

"The whole region is very fine and a weU cleared country where they

plant much Indian corn, which comes up very well, as do also squashes and
sunflowers, from the seeds of which they make oil wherewith they anoint

their heads. The region is crossed by many streams which empty into the

lake. There is abundance of vines and plums, which are very good, rasp-

berries, strawberries, small wild apples, walnuts, and a kind of fruit of the

shape and color of small lemons, with something the taste of them, but the

inner part is very good, almost like that of figs (possibly the May apple).

Oaks, elms and birches are numerous, and in the interior many plantations of

fir-trees, which are the usual retreat of partridges and hares. There are also

quantities of small cherries and wild ones, and the same variety of trees that

we have in our forests in France are found in this country. To speak the

truth the soil seems to me a little sandy, but it is none the less good for

that kind of grain."

This Huronia is one of the most interesting lands in the world. Here,

in three centuries, the human race progressed from the Stone Age to the

Machine Age. Prior to 1610 the Hurons chipped their tools and their

weapons out of rough stone. They knew nothing of iron or other metals.

Then tools and European weapons were given them by white traders

in exchange for furs. Thus an advance, which had required as much as
five thousand years in other civilizations, was made by the Huron Indians
in one generation.
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HURONIA, homeland of proud and warlike races, is also a land of

great tragedies. Here a tiny band of Jesuit missionaries sought to

introduce Christianity to peoples who dwelt in the filth of primitive

savagery. Five of these brave teachers were killed, two following terrible

torture. The survivors were forced to flee, along with a mere remnant

of the defeated Hurons, before the savage onslaughts of the Iroquois of

New York State. Today a famous shrine and many monuments com-

memorate the sacrifice of the missionaries but no shaft marks the virtual

extinction of the Huron race.

Here too, in Huronia, was the scene of battles between the United

States and Canada in the war of 1812-14. Here was a bitter struggle for

the lucrative fur trade. Here some of Ontario's first farms were estab-

lished. Here the booming lumber trade made its exploiters wealthy, then

died with the slaughter of the district's forests.

In Huronia, from 1600 to 1900, from Stone Age to Machine Age, an

Indian civilization perished, the first white effort at civilization failed,

darkness reigned for 100 years, and within the brief span of one hundred

and fifty years an industrial and agricultural revolution brought forth

from the wilderness a prosperous farming and commercial community.

PRESERVING THE PAST

NO COUNTRY deserves a future which is not interested in its past.

In the early days of the white man's struggle to win a iiving in the

Huronia wilderness, little attention was paid to collecting and preserving

records of its entrancing history. It is only in recent years that museums
have been set up in which have been stored and placed on exhibition col-

lections of relics of the Indian, military, fur trading, lumbering, shipping

and pioneer years.

One of the most notable of these is Huronia House in Midland, which
has a remarkable display of articles connected with Huronia's past, and
which is attracting great numbers of people from all parts of Canada and
the U-S.A. It also has a fine collection of paintings of the Georgian Bay
area.

Another fine museum, the Huron Institute, is located in Collingwood

Public Library. There the late David Williams assembled an amazing
collection of many things connected with the early days. Still another

creditable museum is in the old county registry office at Barrie, sponsored

by the Women's Institutes of Simcoe County. Penetanguishene has many
interesting relics in its public library, including the cannon which belong-

ed to Fort Ste. Marie U on nearby Christian Island. The keel and ribs of

the American warship the "Tigress", lifted from the bottom of Penetang-

uishene Bay, may be seen at Huronia Park. The old Church-on-the-Lines,
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on the outskirts of Penetanguishene, is a museum in itself with its curious

wide military aisle, its quaint altar, and its memorial tablets. The old

Officers' Quarters of Fort Penetanguishene on the grounds of the Ontario

Hospital, will some day, it is hoped, house an excellent museum.

Outstanding Canadian artists are paying more and more attention to

the history of Huronia. C. W. Jefferys, R.C.A., LL.D., best known of

Canada's historical painters, has made many remarkable pictures of the

Indian period. Groups of workers in arts and crafts of many kinds are

making designs that have close connection with Huronia's romantic past.

THE INDIAN NATIONS

THE NAME "Huronia" is derived from the Huron Indians, who really

were not Hurons at all, but "Ouendats" (pronounced "Wendats").

They called their homeland "Ouendake" (pronounced "Wendake") mean-
ing "In the Island" or "Islands", which possibly was related to the fact

that part of their country in North Simcoe, was, if rivers be counted,

almost entirely surrounded by water. Another translation of "Ouendake"
is "One Land Apart". The Ouendats were 30,000 strong and lived in

twenty villages.

A closely related nation, the Petuns or Tobacco Indians, 20,000 in

number, grew tobacco as a major crop and lived along the shores of

Georgian Bay west of the Nottawasaga River, and in the Blue Mountains
southwest of Collingwood. In the neighborhood of Owen Sound there was
a large Petun village in which the Cheveux Releves, or High Hairs, a
branch of the Ottawa Nation of Algonquins, set up their wigwams beside

the Petun longhouses. Champlain called them the "Cheveux Releves" be-

cause they wore their hair straight up from their foreheads. Much time
was spent in dressing their hair. They wore no clothes at all except
in the winter months.

The name "Huron" was given the Ouendats because the first Hurons
seen at Quebec plucked their hair in ridges resembling the bristles on
the neck of a wild boar. A party of Indians seen by French sailors amused
the seamen greatly and they are said to have exclaimed: "Quelles Hures!"
or "What boar-heads!"

A third great Nation, the Neutrals, so called because it took no
part in the Indian wars, lived in Southern Ontario between the Niagara
Peninsula and the Detroit River.

Strongest and most ferocious of all the savages were the Iroquois,
whose country lay along the shores of Lake Ontario between Lake Cham-
plain and the Niagara River, in what is now New York State. They were
always at war with the Hurons. This warfare was intensified by the
lucrative fur trade. The Hurons controlled nearly all the trading routes
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and the best trapping territory. They refused the Iroquois permission to

share in their gains.

A blood relationship existed between all these tribes. The Huron

language is said to have been the parent tongue.

EARLY RECORDS
SINCE Indians kept no records, how do we know anything of them?

Samuel de Champlain, governor and explorer of New France, wrote

full accounts of his many voyages. His books tell of his journey to

Huronia in 1615 and to the Petun country during the following winter.

He describes in some detail the customs of the inhabitants.

Gabriel Sagard, a French missionary lay brother, wrote a most read-

able book, "Long Journey to the Huron Country", in which he described

not only his own adventures, from 1623 on, but also the way in which the

Hurons lived, their religion, and how they governed themselves. The Jes-

uit missionaries, who worked among the Hurons from 1626 to 1650, wrote

annual reports to their superiors in France, and these were published in

book form, under the name of "Relations". These books, now exceedingly

rare and very expensive, are full of fascinating descriptions of Huron life.

HISTORY UNDERGROUND
MORE than a hundred years ago amateur "diggers" uncovered scores of

Huron bone pits, or burial grounds, all over the Huron country.

They carried off skulls, copper kettles, tools, pipes, weapons and many
other trophies. Priceless relics were lost in the mad scramble for souv-

enirs.

Since 1934, however, skilled archaeologists of the federal government,

the Royal Ontario Museum, and the University of Western Ontario, have

been directing the task of uncovering scientifically the sites of many of

the Indian villages and of the first European outposts.

Excavations being made on the site of Fort Ste. Marie I have recently

revealed, for example, the amazing extent of the palisaded fortifications

on the banks of the Wye, two miles east of Midland. Here has been dis-

covered what is probably the first waterworks, canal, and sewage system
constructed north of Mexico.

The site of St. Ignace, where the two most famous of the missionar-

ies were burned at the stake by the Iroquois, has been definitely located

on the Sturgeon River, a mile south of Sturgeon Bay.

At the Ossossane bone pit, between Wyevale and Perkinsfield, and
nine miles southwest of Midland, many fine specimens of Huron treasures

were found, including a huge conch shell, which had been brought all the
way from the Southern Atlantic coast, as well as some 700 skeletons.

A very large village, believed to be Cahiague, metropolis of the whole
Huron nation, with a population of between 5,000 and 10,000, has been
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partially excavated near Warminster, between Coldwater and Orillia.

A bone pit was opened up, several longhouse sites uncoverd, and much
pottery, tools, pipes, and other relics found in the garbage dumps. It is a
curious fact that the archaeologists make most of their more valuable

finds in the village dumps. By a study of the things found there, they
are able to tell what dishes the Indians used, what ornaments they wore,

what food they ate, and generally how they lived.

FOUR HUNDRED VILLAGES

IN THE North Simcoe area of Huronia are the known sites of 400 Indian
villages. In only a very few of these has there been any really careful

attempt at identification- The site of St. Louis on the Hogg River south
of Victoria Harbour, is reasonably certain.

Ossossane is almost certainly close to the bone pit of that name.
Fort Ste. Marie I on the Wye near Midland, and Ste. Marie II at Christian

Island, are the surest sites of all, because the ruins are still existent. As
excavations proceed more and more evidence will be brought to light and
further villages will be definitely named.

Maps of Ancient Huronia are in existence, but the village locations

given on them are largely guesses, based on the letters sent home by the

missionaries.
GATEWAYS TO HURONIA

THERE were and are five gateways to Huronia. Most picturesque is

the northern one through the Inner Passage of the 30,000 Islands of

the Georgian Bay. This was the approach used by Ontario's first white

settler Etienne Brule, Champlain, the Recollet and Jesuit missionaries,

and other travellers from the east. They paddled up the Ottawa River

from Quebec, through Lake Nipissing and down the French River.

Second gate at the narrows between Lakes Simcoe and Couchiching,

near Orillia, was frequently used by the Iroquois in their raids on the

Hurons, and was reached by way of the Trent River and the Kawartha
Lakes. The Severn River was followed from the Narrows to Georgian

Bay.
Third gate is at Barrie on Lake Simcoe. The ancient access to it

was gained from the south by the long overland portage from the mouth
of the Humber River on Lake Ontario up the Humber valley, thence across

country to the Holland River, and down it to Lake Simcoe. This was also

used by the Iroquois.

Fourth entrance is at Owen Sound. Travellers from the west came
by the way of shore trails eastward towards the Huron country.

The Brebeuf Trail or fifth gate was the road taken by Father Jean de

Brebeuf, the "Lion of the Huronian Mission," to the Neutral Indians in

the winter of 1640-41. Approximately, it followed the Nottawasaga River
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(not far from Collingwood and Stayner) to Brampton, thence to the

Grand River, through Kitchener and Paris, and westerly by Woodstock
and Ingersoll along the Thames River to London.

CHAPTER TWO:

THE HURON NATION
rERE were four principal clans or tribes in the Huron nation, and

one which was made up of Indians from all the other clans.

What is today Tiny Township, in the North Simcoe peninsula, was the

home of the Bear clan, largest of all. The Wye River formed its southern

boundary.

On the north shore of Orr Lake was the village of Scanonaenerat,

called by the missionaries St. Michel, headquarters of the small "One
White Lodge" clan.

On the ridge of hills east of Hillsdale and in the neighborhood of

Mount St. Louis was the village of Teanostaye, or St. Joseph, chief town
of the Cord clan.

The Rock clan, which lived in the country between Coldwater and
Orillia, had as its capital Cahiague, largest of all the Huron settlements.

In what is today Tay township to the east of Mud Lake lived the

Deer Clan, sometimes called the People Beyond the Marsh, a medley of

the other tribes. St. Louis, on the Hogg river near Victoria Harbour, was
one of their principal villages.

Estimates of the Huron population vary from 20,000 to 30,000. That
400 village sites had been found was stated by Simcoe County's historian,

the late Andrew Hunter, himself a brilliant amateur archaeologist. Huron
villages had no sanitation, and when they became unusable, a new site

was selected and a new village built. Longhouses cost nothing but labor

to build. Villages ranged in size from 200 to 10,000.

HURON GOVERNMENT

NO PEOPLE on earth have ever been freer of governmental restraints
than were the Hurons. Parents had no control over their children,

chiefs had none over their clansmen, and no one had to obey the laws
except as he chose. No punishment was inflicted on those guilty of
crimes. The community at large atoned for all the misdeeds of individu-
als-. Even murderers escaped punishment when their relatives made
presents to the family of the victim.
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All questions of importance were decided in village and state

councils. In the former the elders, the older men of the village, listened

to speeches and voted for or against issues by the use of long and short

pieces of reed to indicate "yes" or "no". Often they sat a long time in

silence, pipes in their mouths. Any member of the clan might be present

and had a right to express an opinion. No machinery was set up to enforce

the laws. The chiefs had no power except such as they were able to secure

by their eloquent entreaties, condemnations, and personal example.

General councils of all the clans were usually held in the cabin of the

principal captain or chief of all the country. Sometimes they were con-

vened in the open within the village, and, if secrecy demanded, in the

deep recesses of the forest.

In the larger villages there were captains or chiefs both for war and
for peace. All chiefs held office by virtue of succession through the female

side of the family. The headship passed on a chief's death to his sister's

son rather than to his own son.

The war chiefs carried out the decisions of the general assembly. The
chiefs reputed to be the bravest raised the war parties, often giving

presents to secure warriors.

Sometimes, however, all departments of government were entrusted

to one leader, who was chosen because of his superior ability, eloquence

and bravery.

Their weapons were arrows fledged with eagles' feathers and tips

of sharpened flint. They carried shields of white rods sewn and interlaced

with cords, and also a war club made of wood. When on the war path the

Hurons wore a plume made of the long hair of the moose dyed scarlet,

glued or otherwise fastened to a leather band three fingers in width, which

was long enough to go round the head.

Every year some 500 or 600 young Huron braves would scatter in

bands of five or six over Iroquois territory. There they would lie in

ambush along the main trails during the day to catch men, women and
children to carry off to the Huron country, there to put them to death

by torture. Sometimes they would raid a village at night and carry off

prisoners for the same purpose. When they killed an enemy they scalped

him and took home the scalp. These things they did to gain personal glory.

Whenever possible the Hurons travelled by canoe. Eight to nine paces

in length and a pace and a half wide in the middle the canoes tapered to

both ends. Fashioned of birchbark and strengthened by little hoops of

white cedar, they were light enough to be easily carried on the shoulder

over portages. Sagard states they were very tippy, but that in them the
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Indians could travel as much as seventy five miles in a day under favor-

able conditions of wind and water.

1'Wampum" was the name given to the Indian medium of exchange

and measure of wealth. Wampum was made of the ribs of large sea shells

called vignals, cut into circular pieces and polished on sandstones. Neck-

laces of wampum were worn by the women. Ornaments made of wampum
were hung from the ears. Chains of wampum with pieces as big as walnuts

swung on girdles from the hips. Wampum bracelets were also worn. Great

plates of wampum rested on the stomach and were colored brilliant scarlet.

CHAPTER THREE

LIFE AMONG THE HURONS
THE Hurons lived in longhouses in fortified villages. Their primitive

dwellings, about twenty feet in width and varying in length, were

constructed of saplings, whose pointed and charred thicker ends were

planted in holes in the ground. The thinner tops were pulled together,

forming a half circle, and tied together with vines. Supporting transverse

saplings held the framework together. The whole was covered with bark.

Double rows of sleeping bunks, the lower four or five feet above the

ground, lined each side. Down the middle ran a passage ten or twelve feet

wide, and in it a row of fires. Two families shared each fire. The smoke
escaped through holes in the roof. In the winter the Indians slept on the

ground around the fires. From twenty to one hundred savages occupied

each house.

Village sites were chosen on high land surrounded on as many sides

as possible by water or ravines. Pointed posts or palisades walled in the

village. Inside the wall was a platform on which the defenders stood to

repel attack. A plentiful supply of drinking water was essential.

In appearance the Hurons were well proportioned. The men averaged
about five feet seven inches in height. Oil and grease were used to anoint
their bodies, and paint of vivid hues to decorate their faces when on the
warpath. The women wore wampum necklaces and painted ornaments,
and delighted in the glass beads brought by the French traders. The men
wore their jet black hair in two great rolls above their ears, with a short
cut ridge down the centre. Beards were abhorred. The women made one
tress of their hair which hung down their backs. The Hurons dressed
chiefly in smoke covered skins during the spring and autumn months, and
furs in the winter. In the summer they wore little clothing.
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Primarily the Hurons were farmers and fishermen. Sagamite, a soup

made of crushed corn, was their main food. Sometimes boiled fish was

added. Leindohy, a highly relished food, was made of corn put to rot in

mud or stagnant water. Wild pumpkins, blueberries, blackberries, rasp-

berries, and other fruit were also eaten. So were rotting water lily roots.

Dogs were raised as culinary delicacies. Game was scarce but when
deer, bears or other animals were killed, great feasts followed. A success-

ful hunter would invite his guests while his squaw, with the aid of others,

set the kettles on the fire and filled them with sagamite seasoned with

fish and deer meat. The guests gathered in the cabin, squatted in two

rows along the wall, and for some time they sang lugubriously.

The host announced that he would serve them corn from his field,

fish from his nets, and deer he had killed. The kettles were removed
from the fire, and the squaws filled to the brim the bark dishes the guests

had brought with them. Huron etiquette required that every guest eat all

set before him, unless he chose to give his portion to his neighbor and a

gift to his host. The feast over, the guests filed slowly out, gently strok-

ing their stomachs to show how much they had enjoyed the meal.

The Huron women did more work than their men. They looked after

the cooking and household duties, gathered and ground the corn, prepared

hemp and tree bark, and collected the firewood. They also made the

pottery, which consisted of round pots without handles or feet, fragments

of which are found today when excavating village sites. Basket work,

dressing and softening the beaver skins, embroidery and weaving fell to

their lot. When a Huron girl was married each of the women and girls

brought her a load of wood for her fire.

Courage was the greatest of the virtues. Braves vied with each
other to see who could stand the most pain without whimpering. To steal

and not be discovered was a sign of superior intelligence. Hurons accepted

punishment patiently, not because they had done wrong but because they

had been awkward enough to be caught.

Boys were early trained to use the bow and arrow, to spear fish. Girls

were taught to pound corn into meal and to perform household duties.

They also had to carry wood. When older they learned to make pottery

and mats, dress and soften the furs, and make baskets of reeds and bark.

The men made bows, arrows, fishnets, war clubs and snow shoes. Fish

orators addressed the fish at the start of each season, promising them, if

they had the courage to come and be caught, their bones would not be

burnt. Two virgins were married each spring to the Spirit of the Fish Nets

to ensure his good will.
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Dancing was a favorite amusement. The dances were in the shape
of an oval. The dancers did not hold hands but kept their fists closed.

The girls held one arm above the head and the other straight out from the

body. So did the men. First they lifted one leg and then the other,

stamping their feet in time with their singing. Those who threw them-

selves about most and made the most fitting grimaces were considered

the best dancers. Dances usually lasted one, two or three afternoons.

The Hurons were inveterate gamblers, and staked everything they

owned, their clothes, and even their families on games of chance.

TORTURED PRISONERS

BOTH Hurons and Iroquois tortured their prisoners, subjecting them to

fiendish suffering, tearing off their finger nails, burning them with

torches, removing their scalps, and pouring hot gum on the bleeding

heads. Indian women were more cruel than the men in the tortures they

invented. When death came the victims were cut up, boiled and eaten.

INVENTED HOCKEY, LACROSSE

THE game of hockey was invented by the Hurons, and not by modern
Canadians as is usually claimed. Here is a sentence from Brother

Sagard's "Long Journey to the Huron Country," which tells us that the

Huron boys used to "play a game with curved sticks, making them slide

over the snow and hit a ball of light wood."

Lacrosse was also played by the Hurons. The goals were often miles

apart, and as many as a hundred players made up a side. The ball was a

rounded piece of wood, and the goal two upright poles. The lacrosse stick

was made of a curved piece of wood, with a net woven of gut at one end.

Games often lasted two or three days.

CHAPTER FOUR:

RELIGION OF SUPERSTITION
SUPERSTITION lay back of what religion the Hurons had. Multitudes

of spirits or okis dwelt in rivers, trees, hills, and stones, the beasts

and the reptiles. Their favors had to be bought with gifts. There was
no idea of right or wrong in their religion, nor any thought of a Supreme
Spirit, who should be worshipped, or who was interested in shaping the

lives of individual men.
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When Indians took sick, unscrupulous medicine men beat drums,

shouted, and leaped in wild dances to drive out the evil okis or spirits

causing the disease—the more noise the better.

When death came, the bodies were ''buried' ' on high platforms outside

of the villages, and sometimes in shallow graves, after the departed had
been honored with feasts and processions.*

When the body left the lodge all the women and girls began to weep
and lament in good earnest. The men mourned more quietly, lugubriously

rehearsing the names of all their dead relatives. "My father is dead, and
my mother is dead, and my cousin is dead," and so on. As each was named
they burst into fresh tears. When enough mourning was done the chief

called out "It is enough. Stop weeping".

After the body was placed on its ten foot shrine, bread, oil and weap-

ons were placed there also. From the top of the bier two foot-long sticks

were thrown, one towards the girls and the other to the men. Those who
got them were considered most fortunate. An official in another place

received presents designed "to dry the tears of the widow" or nearest

relative of the deceased.

Every ten years was held the Feast of the Dead. The bodies were

taken from the platforms and graves, stripped of what flesh remained,

again mourned for, and then carried across country in beaver-skins to a

huge tribal burial pit. After three days of feasting, dancing, savage orgies

and blazing fires, the dead were lowered into the common grave, along

with many of their treasures, beads and wampum.

Nearly a hundred such pits have been found in Northern Simcoe. In

1947 and 1948 Royal Ontario Museum archaeologists uncovered the bones

of 700 Hurons in the Ossossane pit a short distance north of Wyevale,

and nine miles southwest of Midland.

The souls of dead Hurons, on their way to the Village of Souls, passed

by the Standing Rock, Ekarenniondi, a great rock in the Petun country

which "stands or juts out". There they were met by the Head Piercer

Oscatarah, who removed their brains and kept them. The Village of the

Dead was much like that of the living, and the souls went hunting and
fishing and through the woods. There was this one difference. Day and

night the souls did nothing but groan and complain.

The Standing Rock has not been definitely located. Father A. E.

Jones, S.J., a Catholic historian, selected a castle-like rock, twenty feet

square and forty feet high, on the slope of the Blue Mountains directly

north of Singhampton. Collingwood historians say it is a projecting rock
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at the famous Blue Mountain caves, or else the whole of the magnificent

Osier Bluff near the village of Nottawa.

GIANT'S TOMB LEGEND
ATTACHED to The Giant's Tomb, a picturesque island in Georgian Bay

at the north end of the Tiny Township peninsula, is the fascinating

legend of Kitchikewana. This great Indian giant is reputed to have tossed

all of the thirty thousand islands of Georgian Bay into their places, and

then to have lain down on one of the largest of them for a rest and died

there. The shape of the hills on the Tomb is suggestive of the form of

a man.

Etienne Brule with Hurons
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CHAPTER FIVE:

THE COMING OF THE WHITE MAN
FIRST white man to invade the wilderness of Huronia was Etienne

Brule, a youth of 18, sent in 1610 from Quebec by Governor Champlain

of New France to learn all he could of the Huron language, customs,

resources and geography. He later acted as interpreter and chief organ-

izer of the Huron fur trade.

In his travels, Brule discovered Georgian Bay, Lake Huron, Lake
Superior, Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. He was the first white man to see

the site of Toronto, and the first to paddle down the Susquehannah river

to its mouth in Chesapeake Bay. In 1633, following his betrayal of Cham-
plain to the English, Brule was tortured, killed and eaten by the Indians

of the Bear tribe with whom he made his home, the first and only white

man to be devoured at a cannibal feast in Ontario. This ghastly event

took place on the hills back of Penetanguishene Bay at the Village of

Toanche.

MISSIONARIES ARRIVE

FATHER Joseph Le Caron, a French missionary of the Roman Catholic

Recollet Order, arrived in Huronia a few days ahead of Governor

Champlain. On August 12, 1615, he celebrated the first mass in Ontario

at the Huron village of Carhagouha, which was in the neighborhood of

Thunder Bay at the north end of the Simcoe peninsula.

On September 1 Champlain, sixteen French soldiers and several hun-

dred Huron warriors set out from Cahiague, principal town of the Cord

nation, to wage war against the Iroquois town of Onondaga to the south

of Lake Ontario. They met disastrous defeat and returned crestfallen

to Huronia.

Situated in Couchiching Beach Park in Orillia stands the famous

Champlain Monument, erected in 1924 to commemorate the arrival of

Samuel de Champlain. This monument, with its stone base weighing 45

tons, surmounted by an heroic bronze figure of Champlain, 12 feet high,

and flanked by two sidegroups representing *'Commerce" and "Christian-

ity", is recognized by art critics as one of the finest bronze creations on

the continent. It is the work of Vernon March.

During the winter of 1615-6 Champlain visited the Tobacco nation

in the Blue Mountains, making short stays at eight villages, as well as

with the Cheveux Releves, whom he described as the cleanest savages he

had ever seen.

(25)



Two Recollet missionaries, Father Viel and Brother Sagard joined
Father Le Caron in 1623. The Recollets, however, found the task of
converting the Hurons beyond the resources of their order, and invited
the Jesuits to take over.

Fort Ste. Marie I, built in 1639 on the Wye River, near present day Midland, was
the headquarters of the Jesuit Mission to the Hurons. It was destroyed in 1649, to

prevent it falling into the hands of the invading Iroquois whose homeland was in

what is now New York State. Fort Ste. Marie I is being rebuilt on its original site,

close to the Martyrs' Shrine which commemorates the sacrifices of the early Jesuit

missionaries. This drawing of the original Fort by Bruce Armstrong is based on

field plans by Wilfrid W. Jury, archaeologist in charge of the excavations.
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CHAPTER SIX:

THE JESUIT MARTYRS
LED by the giant priest, Jean de Brebeuf, the Jesuits began their work

in 1626, retired to France when New France fell into the hands of the

English in 1629, and returned in 1634 to re-establish their work on a firm-

er footing.

Missions were begun all over Huronia. During the decade between

1639 and 1649 Residence of Ste. Marie, "The Abode of Peace", was built

as their headquarters near the mouth of the Wye River just east of what
is now Midland. There was established the first hospital, the first school,

the first experimental farm, and the first social service centre in Upper
Canada. Thousands of Hurons came there annually for help and treat-

ment.

Ste. Marie was later fortified by the missionaries and lay brothers

with the aid of craftsmen and soldiers sent out by Champlain, who looked

upon it as a military stronghold as well as a religious house.

Warfare between Hurons and Iroquois grew more and more violent

year by year. The Iroquois wanted a share in the rich fur trade. The
Hurons first promised to give it, then went back on their word. Backed

by English and Dutch traders, who also had an eye on the fur trade, the

Iroquois, a superior race, determined to destroy the Hurons.

ENEMY ATTACKS GROW
EACH year the Iroquois attack grew fiercer. In 1648 Father Daniel

was killed at St. Joseph, or Teanostaye, a village of the Cord nation

near the present Mount St. Louis and east of Hillsdale. On March 16 of

1649 the Iroquois stormed St. Ignace on the Sturgeon River, took Fathers

Jean de Brebeuf and Gabriel Lalemant captives at St. Louis on the Hogg
River near Victoria Harbour, and burned them at the stake at St. Ignace.

Sudden and unexplainable fear, however, came over the Iroquois

and they fled. So did the priests of Fort Ste. Marie a few weeks later.

They first set fire to the fort, and, taking with them all that remained

of the Hurons, fled on rafts to Christian Island, then known as St. Joseph.

After a year of starvation and suffering, with the Iroquois constantly

lying in wait to kill any Hurons who ventured to the mainland for food,

priests and most of the Indians set out June, 1650, by canoe for Quebec.

Today a few hundred living at Loretteville, eight miles north of Quebec
city, are nearly all that are left of the once proud Huron race.
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Fathers Brebeuf and Lalemant were captured by Iroquois Indians at St. Louis, a
few miles north of Fort Ste. Marie 1, on March 17, 1649, and taken to St. Ignace,

Brebeuf, a giant in stature, was bound to a stake and scorched from head to foot.

His lower lip was cut away, and a heated iron thrust down his throat. A collar of

red hot hatchets was hung around his neck, and, in travesty of the rite of baptism,

kettles of boiling water were poured over his head. When he did not flinch, the

enraged Iroquois cut strips of flesh from his limbs, tore out his heart, devoured it,

and drank his blood. Lalemant, physically unable to manifest the same fortitude,

was flung half roasted into confinement, tortured a whole night, and finally killed.

Their bodies were taken to Fort Ste. Marie and buried.
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When news of the burning of Fort Ste. Marie reached the Hurons of

the Bear tribe at Ossossane village north of Wyevale, they fled in terror

to their kinsmen of the Petun nation in the Blue Mountains. Even there

they were not safe. In the autumn of 1649 the Iroquois attacked the

Petuns and burned their villages. Those who escaped made their way
to southwestern Ontario, where a remnant of the tribe, now known as

Wyandottes, is found today near Sandwich. Other Wyandottes are found

in Oklahoma. The name Wyandotte is believed to have been derived from

the Huron "Wendat".

Having killed or driven away all of their enemies in Huronia, the

Iroquois went back to their own country south of Lake Ontario. A year

later, still lusting for blood, they came back across the Niagara River

and ravaged the Neutral Indians, who had done nothing to incur their

enmity.

Two other missionaries, Father Charles Gamier and Noel Chabanel,

also met death at Indian hands. Gamier was killed by the Iroquois when
the Petun village of St. Jean (or Etharita) was destroyed in December,

1649. This chief village of the Wolf clan was located south of Colling-

wood, near Duntroon, in the Blue Mountains. Chabanel was slain by a

Huron who had been adopted by the Iroquois, and who threw his body
into the Nottawasaga River upstream from Wasaga Beach.

Previously Father Isaac Jogues, designer of Fort Ste. Marie, who
lived there for some years, was put to death by the Iroquois in 1646 in

New York State. So were two lay brothers, Rene Goupil and Jean de la

Lande. Altogether there were eight martyrs.

To the fleeing missionaries their whole venture must have seemed

a tragic failure. Today high on a hillside overlooking the ruins of Fort

Ste. Marie stands a large church, the Martyrs* Shrine, built to honor the

men who died for their faith. A hundred thousand pilgrims annually

visit the Old Fort and the Shrine to worship the God who inspired the

missionaries to their sacrifice. The walls and buildings of the Fort are

being restored as they were in the days of long ago. From time to time

great pageants re-enact the thrilling drama of Ste. Marie.
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CHAPTER SEVEN :

THE DARK AGES
rEN the blackness of night fell upon the Huron, Petun and Neutral

countries. No one knows what happened in the next hundred or

more years. No white men were in the wilderness to keep records, and
what Indians lived there could not write down the story of events. The
century corresponded to the Dark Ages of Europe.

Wandering bands of Algonquin Indians called Ojibways gradually

found their way into empty Huronia. They kept open the trails from
north to south and east to west which had been used by the Hurons and
Petuns. When the white men came again early in the nineteenth cen-

tury to clear the forests and settle on farms they found the old trails

of much service. Some are still easily traced today. One such runs along

the entire western side of the North Simcoe peninsula from north to

south and just below the high ridge a mile or more back from the shore

of Nottawasaga Bay.

During the dark hundred years Huronia still belonged to the French.

They did nothing to develop it, however. Nor did the Ojibways.

The great French explorer, La Salle, passed through Huronia in 1680

en route to the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. From Fort Frontenac,

now Kingston, at the eastern end of Lake Ontario, he travelled to the

mouth of the Humber River, which he ascended for a few miles, then

portaged to the upper Holland River, and down it to Lake Simcoe, thence

by way of Lake Couchiching and the Severn River to Georgian Bay, and

across it to Fort Michilimakinac at the mouth of Lake Michigan. He
returned by the same route in 1681.

In 1763 title to all of New France, including the Huronia wilderness,

passed from French to English hands, following Wolfe's triumph on the

Plains of Abraham. First man of English stock to visit the Huron country

was Alexander Henry, who in 1764 passed through on his way from Sault

Ste. Marie to Niagara as a prisoner of the Sault Indians.
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CHAPTER EIGHT:

RETURN OF THE WHITE MAN
IT WAS not until the very last years of the eighteenth century that the

* new rulers of Ontario and Huronia began to take an interest in their

Georgian Bay possessions.

Governor John Graves Simcoe of Upper Canada paid his first visit

to the former homeland of the Hurons in 1793 by way of the long port-

age up the Humber Valley to the Holland River, down it to Lake Simcoe,

then by way of Lake Couchiching and the Severn River to Matchedash
Bay and the site of the future fort at Penetanguishene. He recognized

the suitability of the lovely bay as a military post and recommended it as

such to the British government.

One result of this trip in later years was that three townships of

Simcoe County, itself named after the governor, were given the names of

Lady Simcoe's three lap dogs, Tiny, Tay and Flos. It was while on this

1793 trip that the beautiful lake, known to the Ojibways as "ashuniong",

or "the place of the dog call", was given its present name of Simcoe in

honor of Governor Simcoe's father, Captain John Simcoe of the Royal

Navy.

PURCHASES FROM INDIANS

IN 1798 all the land in North Simcoe from Old Fort Ste. Marie on the

east to the open Nottawasaga Bay on the west and north to Thunder

Strait and the three islands, Christian, Hope, and Beckwith, including the

present townships of Tiny and Tay, was bought from the Ojibways by

the government of Upper Canada for 101 pounds, or about $500. The
five chiefs who signed the treaty were Chabondasheam, Aisance, Wab-
inquon, Ningawson, and Omassanahsqutawah.

Prior to this, in 1795, there had been a surrender of land around

Penetanguishene Bay to provide a camping place for the fur traders. A
few years later, in 1815, all the land from Lake Simcoe north to the

line of the earlier purchase was bought for 4,000 pounds or $20,000. The

chiefs who signed were Musquakie or Yellowhead, Kinaybicoinini the

Snake, and Aisance, the Otter. The name of Aisance is still prominent

on the Christian Island Indian reserve, northwest of Penetanguishene.

PRESENT ISLAND

ANNUALLY, thereafter, for many years presents for these and other

land surrenders were distributed to the Indians at Orillia, and at
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Present Island in the bay east of Midland. Yellowhead or Musquakie was
the most famous of the Indian chiefs, and his name is kept alive today
in the name "Muskoka". The government built him a home in Orillia,

where he lived until his death at 95.

Although Huronia was originally an Indian country few red men
are seen in the greater part of it today. If one wishes to see Indians and
Indian life he must go to the Indian reserves. One of the largest of these
is at Rama near Orillia. These Indians are Ojibways. So are the Indians
on Christian Island near Penetanguishene and at Cape Croker near
Wiarton.

CHAPTER NINE:

WAR CLOUDS AGAIN

wAR clouds were black over Huronia during the struggle of 1812-14

between the British and the Americans.

Early in the war the British forces had captured Fort Michilimakinac

at the northern end of Lake Huron, and in 1814 the Americans sought to

retake it. A relief expedition of ten British officers and 200 men made a

midwinter march on Little York (Toronto) from Kingston, and then north

by way of Yonge Street to Holland Landing, crossing the ice on Lake
Simcoe to Kempenfeldt Bay, on the present site of Barrie. From there

they took the Nine Mile Portage to Willow Creek and down it to the

Nottawasaga River. At Glengarry Landing, near Minesing and Eden-

vale, they built huts and constructed 29 batteaux (boats) . Early in April

they descended the Nottawasaga to Georgian Bay and crossing through

great fields of ice they reached Michilimakinac in mid-May with the loss

of only one boat. The American attack was beaten off.

SINKING OF THE NANCY

rE American commander, Capt. Sinclair, then laid siege to a block-

house which had been erected on the Nottawasaga River near the

present Wasaga Beach. Under his command were three vessels, the

"Niagara", "Scorpion" and "Tigress", with 500 men.

The small British garrison was forced to retreat up the river. The
"Nancy", a fur trading vessel owned by the Northwest Company, and tak-

en over by the British forces, was sunk by its commander, Lieut. Miller

Worsley, to prevent it falling into American hands.
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In 1925 the hull of the "Nancy" was recovered from the sands of an
island in the river, created by the ship. This body of land at Wasaga
Beach has been made into a park and is now named Nancy Island. On it

the hull is preserved in a small museum.

Later the "Tigress" and the "Scorpion" were taken by the British in

a surprise attack, and were sunk in Penetanguishene Harbor in accord-
ance with the Rush-Bagot Treaty of 1818 which forbids armed
vessels on the Great Lakes. The keel and ribs of the "Tigress" are to

be seen in Huronia Park, Penetanguishene.

A British fort was built in 1816 on the upper Nottawasaga, but after

occupying it for two years, the garrison moved to Penetanguishene where
new fortifications were erected. Only one of the fort buildings, the of-

ficers* quarters, is still standing. The quaint Church-on-the-Lines, the

garrison's place of worship, still carries on regular Sunday services.

Along the street leading to the Ontario Hospital grounds, where the fort

was located, are a number of little log and frame cottages, formerly the

homes of aged pensioners from the garrison.

CHAPTER TEN

FUR TRADING CENTRES
HURONIA was still rich in beaver and other small fur-bearing animals.

Fur traders were consequently among the earliest white settlers

under the British regime.

One of the most famous of the posts was that of a man named Cowan
on the lower end of Matchedash Bay across from Fesserton. Remains
of its foundations are still to be seen, and it is known as "The Chim-

neys". Cowan, very popular with the Indians, spoke French better than

English, having spent his youth as a prisoner of the French, prior to the

fall of Quebec. For fifteen years he took his furs to Fort Michilimakinac,

whence they were sent to Montreal. One of his descendants, James Remi
Vallieres, rose to be Chief Justice of Lower Canada.

As early as 1802, Quetton St. George, a Frenchman, ran a fur trading

post at the Narrows near Orillia. The Indians called him "Wu-be-way-

quon", meaning "white hat". It was his custom to wear such a hat in the

warmer months.

Another famous fur trader was John McDonald, chief factor of the
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Northwest Company, who married an Indian woman, and lived with her
and their many children on the Penetanguishene Road near Kempenfeldt
Bay. He was a well read man, and stories are told of his youngsters

playing on the mud floor of his hut with leather bound volumes of the

classics and gold coins.

FUR HEADQUARTERS

MUCH trading was also done at Penetanguishene, which ultimately

became the fur headquarters for all Huronia. George Gordon, the

first of the traders after the village was formed, came from Drummond
Island in 1824 and built a fur post on Midland Point, a mile east of the

present Ontario Hospital. In 1827 he moved to the present site of Pen-

etanguishene, to which settlement he gave its name, "the Place of the

Rolling White Sands." There he built a cedar log post on Water Street,

which is still standing and has since been covered with clap boards. A
number of other traders also set up in business.

Indians from all over Georgian Bay came to Penetanguishene with

their beaver pelts and other skins. Most notable of these were the Dokis

from Lake Nipissing. They camped in wigwams in a triangular enclosure

at the foot of Main Street along with their wives and children. Furs

were exchanged for barrels of flour, salt pork, and other supplies of food

and clothing. Their annual visits were outstanding events in the little

settlement's year.

VISIT OF SIR JOHN FRANKLIN

ONE of the most notable personalities ever to visit Huronia was Sir

John Franklin, the Arctic explorer.

He assembled his second polar expedition at Penetanguishene during

the spring of 1825.

He and eight members of the Royal Navy arrived there in early

April. Landing at New York, he proceeded by way of stage coach

to the shores of Lake Ontario, which was crossed by schooner. From

York, then Toronto, the Franklin party went north by ox-cart to Holland

Landing. Lake Simcoe was crossed in canoes to a point near the present

town of Barrie. There they were joined by a number of voyageurs.

The augmented party crossed by way of the Nine Mile Portage to

Willow Creek, a tributary of the Nottawasaga River. Long row boats

or batteaux were used to descend the river. From its mouth they pro-

ceeded by schooner to Barracks Point on Penetanguishene Bay.

For eight days the exploring party waited for more voyageurs from

Montreal. On April 23 they set out in canoes for the north shore of
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Lake Superior at Fort William. There were 34 in the party. From Fort

William they went north in small canoes, portaging from river to river,

and lake to lake.

Franklin reached Great Bear Lake in the autumn and spent two years

exploring the Arctic coast line of Canada. Return was made by way of

the Ottawa River to Montreal.

While in Penetanguishene the explorer and his party were entertained

at the fort. Writing to his wife of his experiences there Sir John said

among other things:

"Penetanguishene is the most northerly of our naval stations and the key

to Lake Huron. At the close of the war (1812-14) they were preparing to build

a frigate of 32 guns, but its construction was deferred when the peace was

concluded and the establishment was then reduced."

At its tercentenary in 1921 the town of Penetanguishene erected a

memorial to Sir John Franklin. A large white granite boulder on Main
Street near the C.N.R. station bears a bronze tablet with this inscription

:

1615 — 1921

PENETANGUISHENE

TERCENTENARY POLAR

SEA EXPEDITION

In 1825 the Arctic explorer, Sir John Franklin, under

orders from the British government set out from here with

Francois Forcier, Enfant Lavallee and Maouin to find a

northern passage by sea from Atlantic to Pacific.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

EARLY ROADS
T*HE route from Barrie to Georgian Bay by way of the Nottawasaga
* River was hampered by poor anchorage at the river mouth and
exposure to storms. Consequently the government decided to build a
direct read north through the bush.

Dr. William Dunlop, known as "Tiger" because of his highly fanciful

tales of tiger hunting in India, was given the job of constructing what
became known as the Penetanguishene Road. It ran north from Kempen-
feldt Bay through the present villages of Craighurst, Hillsdale, and
Waverley, and on through Wyebridge to Penetanguishene.

Dunlop all but lost his life in this task. Losing the trail in a dense

snow storm, he was forced to spend a bitter winter night in a hole dug
in the snow. His legs were so badly frozen that it took many weeks of

careful nursing to save them from amputation.

The Penetanguishene Road rapidly became the main approach to

the virgin farm lands of the North Simcoe peninsula. Two hundred

farms which were surveyed along its thirty miles were taken up by a

flood of white settlers, the first of whom came in 1819.

TWO SOLDIERS DIE

NEEDLESS to say, the road cut by Dunlop was exceedingly rough.

Riding on horseback was by far the safest mode of travel. Two
soldiers marching with a regiment from Barrie to Penetanguishene,

perished from mosquito bites and exposure, when one of them took ill

near Wyebridge, and his brother dropped out to look after him.

A number of other roads were used by the settlers. The Indian trail

from the Narrows at Orillia to the Coldwater River near Matchedash

became the Coldwater Road, now part of Highway 12. It was originally

the route of a long portage.

Another early highway was the Gloucester Road. It ran from Hills-

dale across Medonte township to Coldwater. Still other roads which

served to open up the country were the Sunnidale Road from Kempenfeldt
Bay to the Nottawasaga, and the Centre or Hurontario Street, which ran

from the south, some distance west of Barrie, ending at Nottawasaga Bay
at CollingwoocL
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CHAPTER TWELVE:

CUTTING DOWN THE FORESTS
PARALLELING the coming of the settlers and in many cases preceding

* them were the lumbermen. Their axes laid low the giant white pine

trees of the primeval forests.

The Georgian Bay shore from Owen Sound to Waubaushene was lined

with sawmills. Collingwood was a great lumber centre. So were Owen
Sound, Midland, Penetanguishene, Victoria Harbour, Waubaushene and
Fesserton. Midland mills were famous Canada-wide for being the first

to install electric lights and thus run 24 hours a day. Coldwater, Orillia,

and Barrie also had large mills, but it was along Georgian Bay that the

lumbering business flourished.

Once the North Simcoe lands were stripped of their trees the lumber-

men moved their ruthless gangs northwards and cut down the forests

along the eastern and northern Bay shores. The logs were hauled in

great rafts to Michigan ports until the Canadian government made it

illegal and required their manufacture into lumber in Canada. The logs

were then towed to the mills at Midland, Victoria Harbour and Sturgeon

Bay, there to be sawed and shipped to the United States.

Never were the natural resources of any country more wastefully

exploited. Forest wealth that might have provided Ontario with the lum-

ber it needed for many decades was wiped out in two or three generations.

The sawmills finally had to close because there were no more trees of

any size to cut.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN:

UNDERGROUND RAILWAY

IN the middle of the nineteenth century the plight of black slaves who

were attempting to escape from the United States found the settlers

of Simcoe county anxious to help.

They prevailed upon the government of Upper Canada to set aside

a tract of land in Oro township for these fugitives.
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Approximately 150 negroes, who had reached Canada through the

"underground railway," were given farms on the second line of the

township, which came to be known as Wilberforce Street, after the great

British champion of the slaves. The life did not suit them. Gradually
they drifted to the towns and cities. Shanty Bay, 5 miles east of Barrie,

was named after negro cottages or "shanties." The area given over to

negro settlement ran from the lakeshore northward for three conces-

sions from Shanty Bay. Oro got its name from a community of the Gold
Coast of Africa. The little church which served the negro community
still stands near Edgar.

One of the chief Canadian agitators against the American slave trade

was Captain Charles Stuart, who retired about 1850 to a farm near

Thornbury, after many years of actively helping runaway slaves find

freedom in Canada. His home was on a little inlet named "Lora Bay,"

and until recent years its ruins were visible. He would not allow a single

product of slave labor to be used in his home, but ate maple sugar instead

of cane sugar and linen took the place of cotton.

CHAPTER FOURTEEN:

EARLY SETTLEMENTS

AS settlers arrived in Huronia villages came into being to supply their

needs.

Penetanguishene was, of course, the first of these. Barrie began as

the eastern terminal of the Nine Mile Portage, became an incorporated

village in 1843, and a town in 1853. Orillia, originally an Indian settle-

ment, was organized as a village in 1867 after the Indians had been moved
to the Rama Reserve. It became a town in 1875. Midland, first known as

Mundy's Bay, was incorporated as a village in 1878 and as a town in

1889. Wyebridge was a thriving village with a woollen mill, grist mill

and three hotels, before Midland came into existence.

Collingwood was organized as a town in 1853, and did not go through

the village stage. Owen Sound got its village charter under the name of

Sydenham in 1840, became a town in 1856, and a city in 1920.

Stayner was incorporated as a village in 1872 and as a town in 1888.

Other places of major importance in Huronia are Port McNicoll, Victoria
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Harbour, Waubaushene, Coldwater, Hillsdale, Wyevale, Phelpston, AUi-

ston, Duntroon, Creemore, Elmvale, Meaford, Thornbury, Lafontaine,

Singhampton.

Wasaga Beach deserves a paragraph in itself. During the summer
months it has the largest population of any village, town, or city in all

Huronia. Summer residents bring its total up to 65,000. It was incorpor-

ated in 1948 as a separate municipality.

INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

ONE of the early industries along the Georgian Bay shore was ship-

building. Many wooden vessels were built and launched in Owen
Sound, Collingwood, Penetanguishene, Midland, Waubaushene and Cold-

water. Later when "iron ships" replaced the wooden freighters which
carried grain from the head of the Great Lakes to the many elevators at

Owen Sound, Midland and Port McNicoll, fleets of freighters were built

in the yards at Collingwood, Midland and Owen Sound. During both

world wars warships and freighters were built at Collingwood, Midland,

Penetanguishene, Honey Harbour, and Orillia.

Simcoe County with its fertile lands rapidly became one of the major
producers of agricultural products in the Province of Ontario, and its

farmers prospered as the towns grew. Grey County rivalled Simcoe in

its productivity. The coming of the railways and the automobile played

a large part in this development. Today in all the larger communities

of Huronia are industries which have won national fame for the quality

of their products.

TOURIST INFLUX

IT WAS only at the turn of the twentieth century that people of the

larger Canadian towns and cities discovered Georgian Bay and its

islands and beaches. The tourist trade, one of Huronia's major industries,

then began its amazing growth.

At first people began to build summer cottages along the bay front,

all the way from Owen Sound to Waubaushene and on the smaller lakes.

Then Honey Harbour and the Thirty Thousand Islands attracted great

crowds of vacationists. Hotels were built, and the flood of summer folk

began.

With the arrival of the motor car, came tourist parks and overnight

cabins. Great passenger steamers from the United States brought many
thousands of passengers who stopped off at Huronia ports. Today the

cottage settlements along the shores of Georgian Bay, Lake Couchiching,
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and Lake Simcoe, have grown into summer villages with big populations.

Hundreds of thousands summer in Huronia.

The value of the visitor industry is now reckoned in millions of dol-

lars annually.

It is a far cry from the land on which Etienne Brule first set eyes

in 1610. In the short space of a little over 300 years Huronia has climbed

from the Stone Age to the peak of modern civilization.
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